
Open Forum
Protecting Our Land & Water

March 27, 2024
Plymouth Public Library

Community Land & Water Coalition
www.communitylandandwater.org

Southeastern Massachusetts Pine Barrens 
Alliance

www.pinebarrensalliance.org



Agenda
● Introductory Remarks: 4-4:15 pm
● Audience Input: 4:15-4:45 pm
● Presentations: 4:45-5:05 pm

 About the Aquifer
 Nature & Our Waterways: Abundance
 Voicing Your Concerns: How, Where, When 

● Discussion/Question & Answer 5:05-5:50 p.m.
● Closing/Next Steps 5:50-6 p.m.



Presentation: Plymouth-Carver 
Sole Source Aquifer

Katherine Harrelson, Community Land and Water Coalition
katherine@communitylandandwater.org



Left: Location of continental ice sheets during late Pleistocene. Right: Surficial geology of Southeastern Massachusetts (Masterson et al, pg 4,6)



Left: AD Makepeace site off Federal Road, Carver
Right: 10 Collins Ave Industrial Park, Plymouth



Left: Plymouth-Carver Aquifer Location Map (Fuss & O’Neill, p. 17). Right: Open space, drainage basins, existing and proposed public water supply wells, c. 2009 (Masterson et al, p. 3) 







Why is the Aquifer 
vulnerable to 

contamination?





Regional Planning & 
Aquifer Protection 

Efforts 



1. Plymouth Carver 
Sole-Source Aquifer Action 
Plan

2. Old Colony Planning Council 
Regional Water Plan



Abundance

Frank Mand, Southeastern Massachusetts Pine Barrens 
Alliance











Meg Sheehan, Community Land and Water Coalition
meg@communitylandandwater.org 



Voicing Your Concerns: How, Where, When 

Democracy!



Executive Branch: Selectboard (elected)

Legislative: Town Meeting: You make the laws!

Judicial/Administrative: The boards and 
committees that implement the laws and work 
for you!



Threats to our water
Uncontrolled growth

Sand and gravel mining

Clean Water Act/Wetlands Laws



www.sandwarssoutheasternma.org





EWG Tap Water Database: 2021





Connect!
Facebook: @landwaterplymoutharea

You Tube: Save the Pine Barrens Southeastern Massachusetts

Instagram: @savepinebarrens

X: @savepinebarrens

www.communitylandandwater.org
www.sandwarssoutheasternma.org

pinepinebarrensalliance.org



Resources
www.sandwarssoutheasternma.org

communitylandandwater.org
Moratorium on Sand Mining: Petition

Get in touch: 
environmentwatchsoutheasternma.org

Res


