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July 17, 2023

Rebecca Tepper, Secretary
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
Attention: MEPA Office 
Alexander Strysky, EEA No. 16642
100 Cambridge St.
Boston, Massachusetts 02114

Project Name: Lincoln Logistics Middleborough
Proponent: Lincoln Property Companies
Location: 27 Harding Street, Middleborough
Document Reviewed: Draft Environmental Impact Report
EEA No.: 16642
NHESP No.: 23-7231 (formerly 06-21203)

Dear Secretary Tepper:

The Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program of the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & 
Wildlife (“Division”) has reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) for the proposed 
Lincoln Logistics Middleborough Project (“Project”) and would like to offer the following comments 
regarding state-listed species and their habitats. 

According to the Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas (15th Edition), the Project is located within the
mapped Priority Habitat of a turtle species state-listed as Special Concern. This species and its habitats 
are protected pursuant to the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act Regulations (MESA; 321 CMR 
10.00). The Project will require prior review through a direct filing with the Division for compliance with 
the MESA and the rare species provisions of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act Regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00).

Phase I of the Project, as proposed, includes the construction of three warehouses, access roads, 
parking, stormwater management structures, and associated site work. Phase II of the Project (proposed 
by A&B Realty Trust) includes as yet unspecified development within two Future Development Areas. To 
address project segmentation under the MESA (321 CMR 10.16), the Division is evaluating the 
cumulative impacts of Phase I and II of the Project to state-listed species and their habitats.

In advance of a formal filing and based on a review of information submitted in the Environmental 
Notification Form (“ENF”), DEIR and ongoing pre-filing consultations with the Proponent, the Division 
anticipates that Phases I and II of the Project will likely result in a Take (321 CMR 10.18 (2)(b)) of state-
listed species. Projects resulting in a Take of state-listed species may only be permitted if they meet the 
performance standards for a Conservation and Management Permit (CMP; 321 CMR 10.23). 
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Since issuance of the February 10, 2023 MEPA Certificate on the ENF, the Proponent has continued to 
work cooperatively with the Division on a pre-filing basis to avoid, minimize and mitigate impacts to 
state-listed species consistent with CMP performance standards. The Proponent has assessed 
alternatives resulting in further avoidance and minimization of habitat loss and fragmentation on the 
property; finalized the extent, configuration and mechanism of permanently protecting on-site habitat; 
and submitted plans for permanent barriers and wildlife crossings associated with the proposed access 
roadway. 

In consultation with the Division, the Proponent is currently developing several plans to further avoid, 
minimize and mitigate impacts, including but not limited to: a habitat enhancement, management, 
monitoring and funding plan; plans to protect state-listed turtles during and after construction, including 
an operations and maintenance plan for barriers, wildlife crossings and stormwater management 
structures; and plans for supplemental conservation measures to benefit the impacted species, which 
may include but may not be limited to additional habitat enhancement (e.g., habitat restoration, nesting 
habitat creation and management, invasives species management) and or funding to support additional 
off-site conservation. We recommend that the Proponent continue working collaboratively with the
Division to finalize its plans to avoid, minimize and mitigate impacts to state-listed species sufficient to
meet CMP performance standards.

The Division will not render a final decision until the MEPA review process and its associated public 
comment period is complete, and until all required CMP application materials have been submitted to 
the Division. As the MESA review process remains ongoing, no alteration to the soil, surface, or 
vegetation associated with the proposed Project shall occur until the Division has made a final decision 
relative to the CMP. 

If you have any questions about this letter, please contact Jesse Leddick, Chief of Regulatory Review, at 
jesse.leddick@mass.gov or 508-389-6386. We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Project.

Sincerely, 

Everose Schlüter, Ph.D.
Assistant Director

cc: Christina Lyons, Epsilon Associates, Inc.
Brian Madden, LEC Environmental Consultants, Inc.


